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Israel Bans ‘ Goldfinger ’ Movi 
Because of Frobe’s 
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By JAMES FEROX ' , 

Special to The New York Times 

JERUSALEM (Israeli Sec- 
tor), Dec. 14 — ■"Goldfinger,” one 
of the most popular films 
■shown in Israel in years, was 
banned today because of the 
Nazi past of Gcrt Frobc, who 
plays the title role. 

The 52-ycar-old German ac- 
tor, whose film villainy is 
thwarted by James Bond, fell 
victim in Israel to a nine-year- 
old law outlawing German- 
made films' or those including 
wartime Nazis. 

The film version of Ian Flem- 
ing's novel of Agent 007, "Gold- 
finger" tclis the story of a plot 
by the title character to take 
over Fort Knox. 

"Goldfinger" has been seer, 
by 227,000 Israelis during its 
six-week run. Scalpers have 
been getting S4 to 50 for 05-eent 
tickets and fights have broken 
out in the crush for seats. 

More than one million Is- 
raelis were expected to see the 
film, according to its local dis- 
tributors, but now it will be 
removed by Friday following 
the ban. It is currently playing censorship is a 1050 Cabinet dc-| 
in Tel Aviv, Haifa and Ramat vision that was accepted by the 
Q an , censorship board, an 18-mcmbcr 

„ y, , , , body of various professionals 

Gave Interview to 1 rcss headed by a Government em- 

Thc film censorship board ploye appointed by the Ministry 
banned the film after Mr. Frobc of the interior, 
gave an interview to the Paris ' The board also censors films 
correspondent of • an Israeli for sex, violence and cruelty 


iducers. Films involving those on 
; the list generally are not of- 

P A |fcrcd here, although German 
US i. ! companies making co-produc- 
• tiens with Austrian companies' 
1 f'.irc able) to have their films 
■j shown, 


Frolic Calls Kiwi ‘Stupid’ 
PARIS, Dee. 14 . (Reuters) — ; 
Cert Fro’oe said tonight he was ] 
upset that Israeli censors had 
-AiA'AAA [banned "Goldfinger.” 

Ap* "It is too stupid for words,” 

Vt-' xi'*' lift 
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Gcrt I'Tobo 

1 8-MeniIicr Panel 


■I i lie -declared at his hotel here. 
'5 ll’ve made SO films and nobodv 
■ 1 lever bothered to ask mo if i 
"■ ■■ was a Nazi. If they had I would 
have told them straight.” 

Mr. Frobc said the fact ap- 
peared to have become a sensa- 
tion when an intorviewor asked 
TT | if he would have acted in the 
vt : same way as General von Ohol- 
I titz, who refused Hitler’s, order 
■V; . to burn Paris. 

I "7 was tupid,” Mr. Frobc 
'said. "Instead of giving a 
;•] | straightforward reply I told 
. ] | him a story of how, a'.s a young 
:•! j member of the Nazi party, I 
, ■ helped a Jewish family In 
1 I Vienna during the war. The fact: 
j ithat I helped them was proved 
; after the war before I was ai- 
— ! lowed to start work again, 
i "One could understand 'it if 


The authority for the political jj, been al1 officer oi‘ sonic- 


tiling. But I was nothing 
absolute nobody." , 


an i 


newspaper, Yediot Achronot, and can ban productions de- 
discussing his membership in faming another country, 
the Nazi party. ; Some Israelis have expressed 

Mr. Frobo explained that hoi the view that the censorship of 
joined the party in 1929 at the] actors with Nazi pasts or films 


age of 16, attracted by the 
"social platform" of the Nazis. 
He said' ho had been a passive 
, member and that his mother 


made by German companies be- 
comes more difficult to justify 
each year. 


Irony Is Seen 

Arnold Picker, executive vice 
president of United. Artists, dis- 
tributors 'of "Goldfinger," ex- 
pressed suipri.se last night at 
the action of the Israeli censor- 


ship board. 

Mr. Picker said he believed 
that this was the first action 
of its kind "at least in recent! 
years.” Otiier local film indus-j 
try sources agreed, and noted l 
the irony in the fact that ccn-| 
sorship of film personalities has, j 


J - - Officials similarly will be; until n0W| boc - n practiced ex 

, •Arid paid, his dues. In any in t-uc next, lew days with r olusivolv by Ai’ab coun- 

. ho related, he had helped a j the spectacle of Israelis fight- !t r i cs . “ 

Jewish woman during the war. 

He said he had met the woman 
when' both were, assigned to 
work in a hospital in Vienna 
in 19-11. Mr. Probe recalled that 
he had hidden her in his apart- 
ment for the duration to save 
her from persecution. 


i tries 

^ Ct i n % last u ^f r " 1 "Goldfinger" wont into world 
foimanees, of Goldfinger bo- j vviclo release just a year ago 
lt is removed; _ land, according to a United Ar- 

; The film censorship board ! tist4 source has ernsseri "close 
understood to have a blacklist tflif million" 3 ^ me foreign 
of actors, d.rcctois and pro- mar i {c t -without meeting any 
"* censorsliip resistance. 

The Israeli market, although 
small, is considered one of the 
piost lucrative per capita in the 
world. In 106t American dis- 
tributors earned $2,596,009 on 
]the release of 150 films, in 
'Israel, . A 


Under Israeli law, Mr. Frobc's! 

■ small part in "Those Magnifi-I 
'cent Men in Their Flying Ma- 
chines" will keep .that movie 
from local theaters. The film, 
subtitled in Hebrew, is in the 
hands of Israeli distributors. 

Plans to show “High Wind) 

Jr. Jamaica” another in which) 

Mr. Frobc appears, similarly! 
havojjccn scrapped. The same! 
will apply to “Is Paris' 

Burning?" in which Mr. Frobc | a 

plays the Nazi General Dietrich) 
von Choi titz, commandant of 
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